
 

Presented by Ray Farrier 

Director, Ray Farrier Consulting 

Fellow of the Society for Underwater Technology. 







Divers were expected to blow 

themselves to working depth often 

going from surface to working depth 

in a matter of minutes. But it 

produced problems.  



















 

 Divers were sourced from the military or sports diving 
clubs 

 The only training was done by Comex and cost GBP70 
which you got back if you passed the course. 

 Fort William later got in on the act (76) still 26 divers 
died in 1979 alone. 

 Making calls ashore meant going to the Bridge and 
waiting for the “Radio Officer” to fit you in  

 Very few women worked offshore, and usually in the 
kitchen 

 Working offshore often meant being “offshore” for 3 
months at a time 



 Working offshore often meant being “offshore” 
for 3 months at a time 

 12 hour shifts were a guideline not a right, 
meals were often taken “on the run” 

 Drink and play hard, no testing for alcohol or 
drugs 

 There were no “Subsea Engineers”  

 No specific subsea engineering courses. 

 

 THANKYOU - QUESTIONS ???? 

 


