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Information
This presentation has been prepared by Woodside Energy Group Ltd (“Woodside”). By accessing or attending this presentation you agree to be bound by the following conditions. All information included in this presentation, including any forward-looking 
statements, reflects Woodside’s views held as at the date of this presentation and, except as required by applicable law, neither Woodside, its related bodies corporate, nor any of their respective officers, directors, employees, advisers or representatives 
(“Beneficiaries”) intends to, or undertakes to, or assumes any obligation to, provide any additional information or update or revise any information or forward-looking statements in this presentation after the date of this presentation, either to make them 
conform to actual results or as a result of new information, future events, changes in Woodside’s expectations or otherwise. 

This presentation may contain industry, market and competitive position data that is based on industry publications and studies conducted by third parties as well as Woodside’s internal estimates and research. While Woodside believes that each of these 
publications and third party studies is reliable and has been prepared by a reputable source, Woodside has not independently verified the market and industry data obtained from these third party sources and cannot guarantee the accuracy or completeness 
of such data. Accordingly, undue reliance should not be placed on any of the industry, market and competitive position data contained in this presentation. To the maximum extent permitted by law, neither Woodside, its related bodies corporate, nor any of 
their respective Beneficiaries, assume any liability (including liability for equitable, statutory or other damages) in connection with, any responsibility for, or make any representation or warranty (express or implied) as to, the fairness, currency, accuracy, 
adequacy, reliability or completeness of the information or any opinions expressed in this presentation or the reasonableness of any underlying assumptions. 

No offer or advice
This presentation is not intended to and does not constitute, form part of, or contain an offer or invitation to sell to Woodside shareholders (or any other person), or a solicitation of an offer from Woodside shareholders (or any other person), or a solicitation 
of any vote or approval from Woodside shareholders (or any other person) in any jurisdiction. This presentation has been prepared without reference to the investment objectives, financial and taxation situation or particular needs of any Woodside 
shareholder or any other person. The information contained in this presentation does not constitute, and should not be taken as, financial product or investment advice. Woodside encourages you to seek independent legal, financial, taxation and other 
professional advice before making any investment decision. 
This presentation shall not be distributed, transmitted, published, reproduced or otherwise made available to any other person, in whole or in part, directly or indirectly, for any purposes whatsoever. In particular, this presentation and the information 
contained herein may not be taken or transmitted, in, into or from and may not be copied, forwarded, distributed or transmitted in or into any jurisdiction in which such release, publication or distribution would be unlawful. The release, presentation, 
publication or distribution of this presentation, in whole or in part, in certain jurisdictions may be restricted by law or regulation, and persons into whose possession this presentation comes should inform themselves about, and observe, any such restrictions. 
Any failure to comply with these restrictions may constitute a violation of the laws of the relevant jurisdiction. Woodside does not accept liability to any person in relation to the distribution or possession of this document in or from any such jurisdiction. 

Forward looking statements
This presentation contains forward-looking statements with respect to Woodside’s business and operations, market conditions, results of operations and financial condition. All statements, other than statements of historical or present facts, are forward-
looking statements and generally may be identified by the use of forward-looking words such as ‘guidance’, ‘foresee’, ‘likely’, ‘potential’, ‘anticipate’, ‘believe’, ‘aim’, ‘estimate’, ‘expect’, ‘intend’, ‘may’, ‘target’, ‘plan’, ‘strategy’, ‘forecast’, ‘outlook’, ‘project’, 
‘schedule’, ‘will’, ‘should’, ‘seek’ and other similar words or expressions. Similarly, statements that describe the objectives, plans, goals or expectations of Woodside are forward-looking statements.

Forward-looking statements in this presentation are not guidance, forecasts, guarantees or predictions of future events or performance, but are in the nature of future expectations that are based on management’s current expectations and assumptions. 
Those statements and any assumptions on which they are based are subject to change without notice and are subject to inherent known and unknown risks, uncertainties, assumptions and other factors, many of which are beyond the control of Woodside, its 
related bodies corporate and their respective Beneficiaries. A more detailed summary of the key risks relating to Woodside and its business can be found in the “Risk” section of Woodside’s most recent Annual Report released to the Australian Securities 
Exchange and the London Stock Exchange and in Woodside’s most recent Annual Report on Form 20-F filed with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission and available on the Woodside website at https://www.woodside.com/investors/reports-
investor-briefings. You should review and have regard to these risks when considering the information contained in this presentation. 

Investors are strongly cautioned not to place undue reliance on any forward-looking statements. Actual results or performance may vary materially from those expressed in, or implied by, any forward-looking statements. 

Other important information
All references to dollars, cents or $ in this presentation are to US currency, unless otherwise stated. References to “Woodside” may be references to Woodside Energy Group Ltd and/or its applicable subsidiaries (as context requires). This presentation does
not include any express or implied prices at which Woodside will buy or sell financial products. 
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The management of cultural heritage, and particularly Indigenous cultural heritage 
in Australia has been an increasing area of interest for media, activists and regulators 
alike.
Modern heritage management requires that projects not only minimise impacts to 
the fabric of sites and objects, but also to the values of those sites and objects and 
the broader landscape.
Indigenous cultural heritage also has significance to the Traditional Custodians of 
land and water across Australia. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People have 
cultural obligations to protect Land and Sea Country, including heritage sites.
Heritage management may be a health and safety consideration for projects in 
Australia.
State and federal legislation sets a standard of heritage protection, including 
through the Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander Heritage Protection Act 1984, 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, and Underwater 
Cultural Heritage Act 2018.

CULTURAL HERITAGE
CONTENT SLIDES
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It is understood that traditions in many parts of Australia trace 
Indigenous occupation of the continent back to the creation of 
the world.
Archaeological evidence confirms that Australia has been 
occupied for at least 65,000 years, and scientific consensus 
holds that the first arrivals would have occurred around this 
time on the north west coast from Asia.
Scientific evidence indicates sea levels have changed 
dramatically over this time, and would have been about 125m 
lower during the Last Glacial Maximum 15-25,000 years ago. It 
is understood that a third of this land mass is now submerged, 
but would have been utilised by Indigenous People.
It is understood that sea levels rose to their current levels by 
around 7,000 years ago, inundating vast areas of land. This 
sea-level rise has been noted by some researchers to be 
recorded in song and stories from across the continent.
The potential for this submerged landscape to hold evidence 
of human activity from this time has only begun to be 
investigated.
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SUBMERGED INDIGENOUS HERITAGE



Submerged Cultural Heritage6

THE SCARBOROUGH PROJECT
The Scarborough field is located in the Carnarvon Basin, 
approximately 375 km off the coast of Western Australia
The Scarborough gas resource will be developed through new 
offshore facilities connected by an approximately 430 km 
pipeline to a second LNG train at the existing Pluto LNG 
onshore facility at Murujuga.  
Development of Scarborough will include the installation of a 
floating production unit with eight wells drilled in the initial 
phase and thirteen wells drilled over the life of the 
Scarborough field, with all wells tied back to a semi-
submersible floating production unit (FPU) moored in 950 m of 
water close to the Scarborough field
Gas from the Scarborough field will be processed primarily 
through Pluto Train 2, with some quantities processed through 
the existing Pluto Train 1. 



For a long time it has been widely accepted that the now 
submerged landscape was inhabited by Aboriginal people—
the questions was whether any heritage sites would have 
survived.
Researchers have been looking for evidence of human 
occupation on the continental shelf for decades.
In 2019 the Deep History of Sea Country project (DHSC) 
published a paper that investigated the distribution of onshore 
sites and those most likely to survive inundation. This 
identified five “highly prospective” landforms that the DHSC 
then targeted to locate artefacts in the waters of Murujuga.
In July 2020 they published the discovery of the first 
underwater Indigenous archaeological sites found anywhere 
in Australia—two sheltered locations at Cape Bruguière (1) 
and in Flying Foam  Passage (2).

Submerged Cultural Heritage7

PREVIOUS RESEARCH



Submerged Cultural Heritage8

PREDICTIVE MODELLING
Woodside commissioned researchers from the DHSC project 
to assess areas of archaeological prospectivity along the 
Scarborough project route.
The research project included Woodside, UWA and MAC in 
completing a number of components:
• Using existing Woodside geotechnical and bathymetric 

data to understand the now submerged landscape.
• Using on-shore heritage records and preservation 

conditions to create a model of where heritage is likely.
• Carbon and uranium dating of Woodside’s existing cores 

was combined with known sea level changes to understand 
the age of the landscape.

This assessment concluded that the likelihood of impacts to 
submerged heritage were “low-to-nil” and that the pipeline 
followed the preferred route through Mermaid Sound to 
minimize potential impacts.



Traditional Custodians requested that an underwater 
archaeologist review the available Side Scan Sonar data from 
earlier engineering assessments for any evidence of cultural 
materials—particularly stone arrangements and fish traps.
High resolution side scan sonar is regularly used in maritime 
archaeology to identify shipwrecks. 
Aside from natural features and known infrastructure, the 
assessment noted “deep, potential catch points on either side 
of a ridge of calcarenite outcropping. These catch points are 
areas where Aboriginal artefacts could have been trapped in 
situ or redeposited during erosion of ridgeline habitation 
sites.”
Dredging in these areas has been minimised.
The report concluded that “Apart from the Pluto pipeline, no 
other anomalies of potential cultural origin were detected in 
the SSS data. No indication of stone structures such as fish 
traps, or hut foundations could be detected in the inner reef, 
middle shelf or outer shelf areas.”
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Head Office:
Woodside Energy
Mia Yellagonga
11 Mount Street
Perth WA 6000
Australia

Postal Address:
GPO Box D188
Perth WA 6840
Australia
T: +61 8 9348 4000
F: +61 8 9214 2777
E: companyinfo@woodside.com

Woodside Energy Group Ltd
ABN 55 004 898 962

woodside.com
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https://www.facebook.com/woodsideenergy
https://twitter.com/WoodsideEnergy
https://www.linkedin.com/company/woodside-energy
https://www.youtube.com/user/WoodsideEnergyLtd
https://www.instagram.com/woodsideenergy/?hl=en
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