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Legislative authority
Blue = State waters

White = Commonwealth waters

• Maritime Archaeology Act 
1973 (WA)

• Underwater Cultural 
Heritage Act 2018 (Cth)



+1500 Wrecking events reported





ROV and side-scan images supplied by MMA Offshore.



Artist: Allan C. Green,
H92.302.88, State Library of Victoria.

https://viewer.slv.vic.gov.au/?entity=IE464247&mode=browse%E2%80%AF


Artist: Allan C. Green,
H92.302.88, State Library of Victoria.

https://viewer.slv.vic.gov.au/?entity=IE464247&mode=browse%E2%80%AF


Rodondo

Charts contemporary 
with the wrecking event 
called both present day 
Salisbury and Cooper 
Islands “South East 
Islands”, but South East 
Island, singular is 
present day Salisbury 
Island. 
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…the vessel went down two hours after striking the shallow reef…

…half a mile away…

…two miles to the north-east of South-east Isles…

…towards another is
land northwards…

… up to twelve hours …

…steamed across the reef to the north of the island, 
and went on another six miles…



Map of Rodondo sinking 
events and identified
priority search area (WA 
Museum, Google Earth).



Survey vessel Adrianus (WA Museum).

EdgeTech 4205 side scan sonar and Geometrics G-
882 magnetometer (WA Museum).



Area and flight lines for 
aerial magnetometer 
survey (Thomson 
Airborne, 
Google Earth).



Map showing magnetic 
data acquired during airborne 
magnetometer survey, with magnetic 
targets R1, R2, R3 and R4 (Alasdair 
Cooke, Maritime Discovery Group, 
Google Earth).







Langstone rigged as a barque in an unidentified port ca. 1882-1896. A.D Edwardes Collection, State 
Library of South Australia, PRG 1373/30/42.



\



and the next moment we went crashing over the rocks, 
which I am satisfied formed a portion of the Naturaliste 
Reef, the Cape bearing S.S.W. about 24 miles. The ship at 
once commenced to go down, and when, on sounding the hold, 
I found that she had made nine feet of water in a few 
minutes, I gave the order to clear away the boats. Within ten 
minutes the lifeboat was in the water, and myself and the 
crew, thirteen all told, scrambled into it with great difficulty. 
We were unable to save anything except, the clothes we stood 
in, and, in fact, we were lucky to get safely away, as ten 
minutes after we had left, and twenty minutes after she had 
struck, the vessel went down in 23 fathoms of water.

\
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Batavia 1629 Shipwreck Site
Photogrammetry 3D model 01 May 2025

Patrick Morrison / WA Museum
1414 images reconstructed in Agisoft Metashape

Natural and cultural heritage



Identifying wrecks with WreckSploration



Maritime History



Two examples: Finding sites with open data



Two examples: Finding sites with open data



Step 1: Research



ALC40 Landing Barge, Swan River
2024 Photogrammetric Recording







Step 3: Survey





The Daily News 25th of August 1882

The Herald 26th of August 1882

'Brick loading on the Swan River’
Valentin Delawarr, Art Gallery of WA, 1975/0P17

Rocky Bay stone quarries in 1893
(State Library of WA, B2163282_1g)

Step 4: Interpretation





Step 5: Excavation?





Wadjemup Kepawirn 
Scuttle Ground





New Years Day, 2025
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66.6 mBow Stern

K XI Submarine Site plan from photogrammetry
11th Jan 2025

6733 images by WreckSploration

Conning 
tower

Rudder 
(buried)

Cut outsBofors 
gun mountFwd. hatch

Anchor guard

Aft hatchTorpedo tubes Bollards

Pressure hull visible



Anchor railing on starboard side

17.7-inch torpedo tube

20-inch torpedo tube

Torpedo tubes



Aft torpedo tubes Curve







A new era of shipwreck 
discovery?

Huge datasets being inspected by 
archaeologists

The wreck of Koombana (1912) is 
somewhere



Thank you


